
Halibut DMRs
For in-season management of non-target groundfish fisheries

In 2019



Methods

• Based on observer assessments of halibut viability 

• Expanded to the haul, trip, and fishery

• Calculated within each sampling stratum then combined across strata

• Data from EM and halibut deck-sorting EFP were excluded

• Rockfish Program trips better identified



EM

• DMR estimation methods on observer-based viability assessments

• EM reviewers record information on halibut condition

• FMA considering eliminating EM assessments of halibut condition
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Recommendations

• Maintain current methods

• 2-year reference period (2016-2017)

• Average of most recent 2 years (2015,2017) for BSAI HAL CVs 



Question for Plan Teams

• Support combined groupings?

• Support updated reference period?

• Recommend newly estimated DMRs for 2019?



Future Directions

• IPHC study on HAL release methods

• Increased use of EM

• Deck sorting

• Improved basis studies for DMRs


